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In the history books it is written that an Indian Sultan
once went out to hunt. Coming to a lonely place he saw a
female snake wantoning with a male snake of another sort.
Indignant at their unnatural union he drew his sword and
struck at the female snake, but only succeeded in cutting off
a piece of her tail. She glided away and disappeared into
her hole. There her husband, the male snake, found her and
questioned her about her hurt. She told him that the Sultan
of the city had seen her and, falling in love with her gay
colours, had attempted to seduce her, but strong in her
virtue she had withstood him, whereupon he fell into a rage
and wounded her.
Fired with jealousy her mate crept into the Sultan's
palace and hid under the monarch's bed, intending to sting
him to death as soon as he should have fallen asleep.
Presently the Sultan's wife came and would have lain down
beside him on the bed, but he repulsed her and drove her
away. When she wept and asked him why he did so, he
told her what he had seen of the behaviour of the two snakes,
adding that the sight had so convinced him of the lewdness
and lechery of the female sex that he was resolved to have
nothing more to do with women for the rest of his life.
Listening under the bed to the conversation of the royal
pair the male snake was now fully convinced of the Sultan's
innocence ; so crawling to the monarch's feet he acknow-
ledged himself to be the husband of the wanton, craved the
Sultan's pardon for his former intention of murdering him,
and begged to know what he could do for him, assuring him
that any wish he might express would be granted. The
Sultan said, " It is my dearest wish to learn the language of
animals." The snake replied, " O Sultan, your wish is pos-
sible, but you must promise me not to reveal the secret to
any woman, for if you do you will infallibly die on the spot.'*
After giving the Sultan this solemn warning, the snake in-
structed him in the language of animals and took his de-
parture.
Next morning the Sultan's banished wife, losing patience,
came to her husband's bed and began to soft-sawder him
with rose-water and sandal-wood oil, which she poured on
his feet, intending thereafter to rub her face onjthem. It
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